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Merriam Press Naval History 2 (NH2)

First Edition 2014. The interior pages of this edition are in full color; a paperback edition with the interior
pages in B&W is also available (ISBN 9781576383711).

This is a biography of Japanese Navy Admiral Osami Nagano, who ordered the attack on the American fleet
at Pearl Harbor. This work covers his entire career, diplomatic, political and military, concentrating on the
years leading up to the war between Japan and the United States.

Nagano was born in 1880, a time and place of great transformation in Japan. The Shogun era was giving way
to the Meiji Empire and political power was centralized in the new capital of Edo (now Tokyo). The samurai
system of warlord rule was ending and Japan was forced to look beyond her borders to shape her future.
Nagano, with a strict but loving father and persevering mother, started out with a solid background. He
attained great achievements in his military and political careers, but his involvement in Japan’s entrance into
World War II on 8 December 1941 led to his ultimate downfall. He died in 1947, in Sugamo Prison in Tokyo
during the International Military Tribunal for the Far East under U.S. occupation, following Japan’s defeat.
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Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
A must read for anyone interested in the history of World War II
By David Schaefer
An amazingly insightful look at a man, who but for his decision to attack Pearl Harbor (an order he gave
despite his personal misgivings), would have been lost to history. Admiral Osami Nagano would have earned
a footnote as a competent naval officer who progressed through the ranks, following a steady path of
promotion.

"…Nagano led a charmed life…He was bedecked with medals, orders, and decorations, which included
some of the highest bestowed by the government of Japan and other nations…"

(In fact, he initially refused the position of Chief of Naval Staff, due to poor health, but ultimately accepted



out of a feeling of duty to his country).

Though the Japanese military wanted to emulate Germany’s strength in Europe (without enforcing
Germany’s racial policies), Nagano himself opposed the attack on Pearl Harbor, for fear of “striking a
hornet’s nest.” He felt that the American people would fight fiercely if aroused to do so. He wanted to avoid
war at all costs, but relented, even after an embargo of much needed supplies (including aviation fuel) to
Japan by the United States and American insistence that Japan remove her troops from Indochina.

“He Gave the Order: The Life and Times of Admiral Osami Nagano” contains remarkable documentation of
Admiral Nagano’s career, including some rare and extraordinary photos. It is presented in a clear and lucid
style, building the events of Nagano’s life up to the momentous decision he made that has secured his place
in history.

This is a must read for anyone interested in the history of World War II, not to mention the revelation of a
little known, but influential player in the events that brought America into a global conflict.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Highly recommended for historical its significance.
By Mary
A well written and thoroughly researched biography of Osami Nagano. Provides insight into the complex
mind and background of the Admiral and the events of December 7,1941.

See all 2 customer reviews...
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